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In recent years, the concept of resilience has gained much popularity in regional science. This
concept found its origin in the life sciences, in particular in ecology. The main idea is that a dynamic
system may be subjected to various shocks, both internal and external, and the challenging question
is under which conditions such a system may recover following a shock, return to its original state, or
move towards an entirely new development trajectory.
The resilience concept has been applied several times in regional science, geography, or urban
planning. Examples of such applications can be found in studies on the consequences of natural
catastrophies for cities (e.g. earthquakes, tsunami’s, fires) or the impact of an economic or financial
crisis on regional development (e.g., regional labour markets, regional investment patterns).
Resilience seems to be about everything that is connected with the social systems and human life,
becoming a very popular concept. In the scientific world, the resilience concept has also moved
rapidly to the policy debate, and has become the pillar of the policy making, from internal to foreign
policies, from stabilization to structural policies, from economic to social and environmental policies.
This special session on Spatial Resilience aims to collect a set of papers on the nature, principles and
effects of spatial resilience (be it cities, regions, rural areas, spatial labour markets, transport
systems, public facilities etc.), on how to connect and inter-connect the territorial dimension of the
resilience with the economic, social or the ecological issues of resilience. In addition to a focus on
the spatial resilience concept, also related concepts such as adaptative mechanisms, systemic
vulnerability, territorial planning, growth patterns, or evolutionary paradigms are expected to be
connected with the special session’s main topic and to attract the contributors and the interest of
the conference’ participants. In this context, also data (big and small) requirements will be
considered.
In conclusion, this special session on Spatial Resilience aims to offer new approaches on spatial
dynamics, from the perspective of the equilibrating forces inherent in regional and urban systems, so
that long-run spatial robustness and performance can be analyzed and understood.
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